K OBHAT (road sign) & RT. & & ORI LR S,

FEAX
Look at this road sign.

The sign is red and a Japanese word is written in white.

It tells , because you .

I hope it'll be sunny all day!
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Taro: I heard you went to Marine Aquarium. Is that right?
Sally: Yes. With my host sisters.
Taro: Great. (pBut (h ) did you (g ) there? It’s far away.

Sally: I took a train.
Taro: Isee. Did you see the dolphins?
Sally: Yes, Idid. @Lreally (e ) (w ) them.

Taro: It was cold outside the building, wasn’t it?
Sally: Yes. That was a problem. I missed the summer heat!

Taro: @You (s ) (v ) them in summer again!

J3e)
() miss~ ~& @L< A3




KOS A 3Gt b DR BB S £ CORTE 2 2 S 1o,

Now we live in a convenient world thanks to technology, especially communication tools.
If we use our telephone, we can easily talk with a friend who ( A ) far away, and even see
the face through our cell phone or computer. Such tools are so useful that it is very difficult
for us to imagine our life without them.

Cell phones and computers, however, also have bad points. For example, they do not
work well when a disaster happens. We cannot contact our family if a big earthquake hits
Japan and destroys the electricity networks. Our society may depend on . We
need to do something for that situation.

A young boy in Japan is trying to change the situation with his unique project. He has
come up with an idea of using homing pigeons. The birds were once used as a popular
communication tool all over the world. (@He [ using / useful / thinks / will / the birds again
[be] . Our communication networks may be much stronger with his project.

For thousands of years, people have used many kinds of communication tools, such as
drums, smoke, lights, letters, and so on. They have developed the tools to send their messages
faster and further. Homing pigeons were one of those tools. The birds have a strong habit
to fly back to their home from any place. People used this habit and built a network of homing
pigeons to send messages fast. In the early twentieth century, newspaper companies had
pigeon houses on their buildings, and the birds played an important role for sending messages.
In 1923, when a big earthquake hit Tokyo, journalists brought pigeons outside their office,
interviewed people, and wrote articles about the disaster. Then they put the articles into a
small case which was attached to the bird’s leg. After that, the bird was set free and flew
back to the office with the articles.

The Japanese boy’s idea of building the pigeon network may sound strange or impossible,
but his ambitious challenge won the prize of the government’s project. Maybe in the near
future his idea will become reality, and we will have a better communication network. Why
don’t you follow his example? The future of communication may be in your hands. Be
ambitious, boys and girls.
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kind people even in a disaster
the reality of having no serious earthquake
the network of families for a long time

the convenience of the technology too much
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Humans have used many kinds of communication tools in history over thousands of years.
New communication tools were made to send messages slower than before.
Thanks to the habit of homing pigeons, they can fly to any place and cannot come back.

People have never built a network of sending messages in their history.

WOTFTNERAETOLXDOHFNS,FONENRALIZEINLTNDLEZ L E—HTHLDELE GEAT,

FOPDRFFEEIR I,

If you live far from your friends, you have no way to talk with them.

Computers give us good information, but they cannot be used as communication tools.
Cell phones and computers are so perfect that these tools work well even in a disaster.
The young boy in Japan is trying to build a communication network with homing pigeons.
Homing pigeons were used as an important communication tool in the early 20th century.

The young boy won the prize of the government because his idea was strange and impossible.
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Saki: Nice to meet you. I'm Saki.

Peter: [ a ] TI'm Peter from Australia. Have you ever been to Australia?

Saki: Yes. Two years ago, I studied at our sister school in Melbourne for two weeks.

Peter: I'm from Sydney, but I went there with my family to watch the Australian Open.

Saki: [ b ] My host sister, Emily, told me about its history and Melbourne. The city
was full of many smiles, and I learned a lot from their culture.

Peter: Well, I want to learn something from Japanese culture, too. @When I was in Sydney,

I watched Japanese anime on TV for the first ( ) and started to read Japanese comic
books written in English. But comic books in English were very expensive, so I bought
original comics written in Japanese, and studied the language to enjoy the stories.

Saki: [ ¢ ] The pictures in the books will be a great help.

Peter: That’s true. 1 was attracted by the characters. @Thev were my first Japanese

( ) who taught me Japanese conversation very well. Then I started to become more

interested in Japanese pop culture.

Saki: [ d ] Japanese people should learn its good points. When I came back to Japan
from Melbourne, I found some good points of Japan myself.

Peter: Could you tell me one of the ( A )?

Saki: Let me see... the trains. When I took a train in Melbourne, there were just a few
announcements at stations or in the trains. I didn’t understand the announcements, so I
missed my station several times!

Peter: [ e ]

Saki: How about trains in Japan? I think they give us good service.

Peter: I think that they’re also a part of Japanese culture. You were able to discover the
good points of Japan through your experience in Australia.

Saki: Exactly. I'm sure that you’ll broaden your horizons here and also find good points about

Australia!
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I'm very happy to hear your feelings about our culture.

I understand. I took trains several times there.

Wow, reading comics is a good way to learn a new language.

Hi, Saki. Nice to meet you, too.

During my stay there, I often heard the name.
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Hi, Emily.

How’s everything?

My school welcomed a student, Peter, from Sydney.

He wants to learn Japanese ( X ), so we talked about it.

We enjoyed our conversation about Japanese anime and trains.

By the way, in your town, I forgot to (Y ) off at my station several times.
Your friend,

Saki




